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THE  DAYS   OF  '47 

EACH  year  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  July,  Latter-day  Saints  commemo- 
rate the  entrance  of  the  Saints  into  the  Salt  Lake  Valley.  During  the 
life  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  he  said  —  "I  prophesied  that  the  saints 
would  continue  to  suffer  much  affliction  and  would  be  driven  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  Many  would  apostatize,  others  would  be  put  to  death  by  our 
persecutors  or  lose  their  lives  in  consequence  of  exposure  or  desease,  and 
some  of  you  will  live  to  go  and  assist  in  making  settlements  and  build 
cities  and  see  the  saints  become  a  mighty  people  in  the  midst  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

In  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  section  136,  verses  30  through  33,  we 
read: 

"Fear  not  thine  enemies,  for  they  are  in  mine  hands  and  I  will  do 
my  pleasure  with  them." 

"My  people  must  be  tried  in  all  things,  that  they  may  be  prepared  to 
receive  the  glory  of  Zion;  and  he  that  will  not  bear  chastisement  is  not 
worthy  of  my  kingdom." 

"Let  him  that  is  ignorant  learn  wisdom  by  humbling  himself  and 
calling  upon  the  Lord  his  God,  that  his  eyes  may  be  opened  that  he  may 
see,  and  his  ears  opened  that  he  may  hear"; 

"For  my  Spirit  is  sent  forth  into  the  world  to  enlighten  the  humble 
and  contrite,  and  to  the  condemnation  of  the  ungodly." 

These  are  the  words  of  the  Lord  to  those  great  pioneers  as  they 
trekked  across  the  barren  plains  of  early  America. 

The  story  of  the  great  pioneer  trek  is  now  history.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  July,  1847,  a  group  of  saints  led  by  a  prophet  of  God,  President 
Brigham  Young,  entered  the  Salt  Lake  Valley.  "This  Is  The  Place  Monu- 
ment' marks  the  place  where  they  stopped  and  looked  over  the  promised 
land.  Although  many  thought  this  barren  valley  to  be  worthless  and  God 
forsaken,  President  Brigham  Young  promised  them  that  this  desert  would 
"blossom  as  a  Rose."  In  adherence  to  His  humble  Servant's  promise  to 
the  Saints,  the  Lord  once  again  said,  "Let  every  man  use  all  his  influence 
and  property  to  remove  this  people  to  the  place  where  the  Lord  shall  locate 
a  stake  of  Zion. 

"And  if  ye  do  this  with  a  pure  heart,  in  all  faithfulness,  ye  shall  be 
blessed;  you  shall  be  blessed  in  your  flocks,  and  in  your  herds,  and  in 
your  fields,  and  in  your  houses,  and  in  your  families."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  136:10-11). 

This  promise  has  been  fulfilled  through  and  through,  as  Utah  today  is 
one  of  the  world  leaders  in  Social,  Educational  and  Moral  Standards. 

We  should  all  be  more  mindful  of  our  pioneer  heritage,  and  of  the  hard- 
ships, troubles  and  sacrificed  lives  that  our  Mormon  Pioneers  had  to  give  of 
so  freely  to  make  it  possible  for  all  of  us  to  have  this  glorious  gospel  of  the 
Saviour's.  If  it  were  not  for  them,  we  would  not  have  our  respected  heritage, 
our  high  social,  educational  and  moral  standards,  and  most  important  of 
all  the  Restored  Gospel. 

Today  Utah  is  a  veritable  metropolis,  and  continues  to  grow.  The 
future  will  be  just  as  glorious  as  the  past. 

We  honour  the  pioneers, 

President  and  Sister  J.  Golden  Snow. 
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The  Virtues  of  the  Fathers 

by  Sterling   W.   Sill 
Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the    I  welve 

IN  the  year  428  B.C.  a  play  was  being  presented  in  the  ancient  city  of 
Athens  entitled  Hippolytus.  I  his  was  a  Greek  tragedy  written  by 
Euripides.  It  was  centred  around  Theseus,  the  old  king  of  Athens  and  his 
son  nippolytUS.  Theseus  had  received  from  his  lather,  Poseidon,  the  Greek 
god  of  the  sea,  three  gifts  in  the  form  of  three  curses.  These  curses  not  only 
had  the  power  of  temporal  destruction,  but  they  would  also  continue 
throughout  eternity  to  punish  anyone  against  whom  they  were  invoked. 

The  first  of  these  curses  was  directed  by  Theseus  against  his  own  son, 
Hippolytus.  Hippolytus  had  done  no  wrong  but  Theseus  had  been  deceived 
and  did  not  discover  his  error  until  Hippolytus  was  on  his  deathbed.  And 
while  Theseus  had  the  power  to  invoke  the  curse  he  did  not  have  the  power 
to  set  it  aside  once  it  was  in  operation.  And  so  as  the  father  sat  by  the 
bedside  of  his  dying  son  he  said  through  his  tears,  "I  weep  for  your  good 
heart,  your  true  and  upright  mind.  The  gods  have  cheated  me  of  my  good 
sense."  And  as  Hippolytus  lay  there  contemplating  eternity,  he  said  to  his 
father.  "Twas  a  bitter  gift  your  sire  gave."  And  then  just  before  he  died  he 
pointed  out  that  he  could  already  see  the  gates  of  hell  beyond  which  he 
would  suffer  his  own  father's  curse  throughout  eternity. 

If  we  had  been  witnessing  this  tragic  play  in  ancient  Athens,  we  would 
probably  have  joined  our  tears  with  the  others  not  only  in  feeling  sorry 
for  Hippolytus,  the  victim  of  this  dread  curse,  but  also  more  especially  for 
his  father  who  had  set  it  in  motion.  But  Theseus  was  not  the  first  to  possess 
this  power  to  curse,  nor  is  he  the  only  one  who  has  turned  it  against  his 
own  son. 

Ten  centuries  before  Theseus  was  born,  God  gave  ancient  Israel  their 
law  from  the  top  of  Mt.  Sinai,  and  out  of  the  lightnings  and  thunders  of 
that  holy  mountain  came  the  divine  warning  that  ".  .  .  the  sins  of  the 
fathers  shall  be  visited  upon  the  children."  (See  Exodus  20:5).  The  most 
effective  way  to  set  a  curse  in  operation  against  one's  own  son  is  to 
develop  the  cause  of  the  curse  in  his  own  life.  And  then  as  our  children 
play  with  us  this  interesting  game  of  "Follow  the  Leader."  it  will  not  be 
long  before  the  curse  will  begin  to  appear  in  their  lives  —  that  is,  the 
power  to  lead,  possessed  by  every  parent,  is  also  the  power  to  mislead.  The 
power  to  mislead  is  the  power  to  destroy;  it  is  the  power  to  cause  eternal 
suffering. 

It  is  a  little  bit  startling  to  realize  that  this  father  and  son  tragedy  is 
being  enacted  in  real  life  in  many  of  our  own  homes.  Let  me  give  you  a 
more  up-to-date  Theseus  and  Hippolytus  story. 

A  friend  of  mine  recently  called  me  on  the  telephone  and  told  me 
that  his  young  son  had  the  habit  of  coming  home  from  Sunday  School 
each  week  and  discussing  his  Sunday  School  lesson  with  his  father.  Some- 
times the  father  was  unable  to  handle  the  situation  adequately,  and  it  be- 
came necessary  for  him  to  get  outside  help.  And  on  this  particular  occasion 
he  asked  me  if  I  would  help  him  with  the  right  information.  We  discussed 
the  idea  at  some  length  and  noted  the  scriptural  references  that  were 
applicable. 

But  I  suggested  to  my  friend  that  he  could  not  solve  this  problem  with 
just  one  answer.  It  would  be  impossible  to  keep  his  son  content  for  very 
long  with  the  answers  that  the  father  got  from  someone  else.  The  son 
would  want  the  father  to  know  the  answers  for  himself.  Before  the  son  was 
very  much  older  he  would  also  discover  that  his  father  did  not  go  to 
Sunday  School,  and  he  would  want  to  know  why.  At  Sunday  School  they 
would  teach  the  son  that  some  of  the  things  that  the  father  was  doing  were 
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contrary  to  the  commandments  of  God.  Then  this  fine  young  son  would  be 
forced  to  make  some  decisions  of  his  own.  Should  he  follow  his  father  or 
should  he  follow  the  Church?  The  father  is  the  one  who  provides  him  with 
his  food  and  his  clothing  and  his  love.  He  is  the  one  who  takes  him  on  picnics 
and  provides  for  his  general  welfare.  It  would  be  pretty  difficult  for  the 
Church  to  win  against  that  kind  of  competition.  And  it  is  pretty  difficult 
to  get  the  curse  stopped  once  it  is  set  in  motion.  If  this  splendid  young  son 
could  see  the  end  of  his  life  from  its  beginning,  he  might  say  to  his  father 
as  did  Hippolytus,  that  he  could  already  see  the  gates  of  hell  beyond 
which  he  would  suffer  eternally  for  his  father's  bad  example.  This  situation 
furnishes  us  with  a  little  different  setting  for  the  statement  of  Jesus  that 
"...  a  man's  foes  shall  be  they  of  his  own  household."  (Matt.  10:36). 

We  are  greatly  disturbed  whenever  evil  is  brought  upon  one  person  by 
someone  else;  for  example  we  were  upset  when  Russia  closed  her  church 
doors  by  governmental  decree.  Russian  leaders  are  presently  trying  to  termi- 
nate any  personal  relationship  which  otherwise  might  exist  between  God 
and  the  people  of  Russia.  But  what  Russia  has  done  officially,  many  of  us 
are  doing  individually.  That  is,  what  good  does  it  do  if  our  churches  are 
open  if  we  are  not  in  them?  Or,  how  much  better  off  are  we  than  the 
Russians  if  we  do  not  manifest  our  faith  by  our  works. 

The  chief  representative  of  the  great  communist  state  which  is  dis- 
puting our  way  of  life  was  recently  invited  to  be  our  guest  in  this  country. 
And  as  he  went  about  among  us,  he  talked  of  "burying"  us  and  our  way 
of  life.  He  talked  about  competing  with  us  in  the  manufacture  of  guided 
missiles,  intercontinental  rockets,  and  other  instruments  of  destruction.  He 
said  nothing  about  competing  with  us  in  freedom  or  human  dignity.  He 
said  nothing  about  competing  with  us  in  the  individual  welfare  of  people. 
And  I  thought  what  a  stimulating  thing  it  would  be  if  the  great  nations 
were  vigorously  competing  with  one  another  for  leadership  in  faith  in 
God  and  the  individual   righteousness  of  people. 

In  1958  The  U.S.  News  &  World  Report  carried  an  interesting  head- 
line: "What  22  Years  of  U.S.-Soviet  Talks  Have  Produced."  The  article 
pointed  out  that  during  this  period  3400  meetings  had  been  held  between 
high  diplomatic  representatives  of  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union. 
During  this  time  they  had  made  fifty-two  major  agreements,  fifty  of  which 
had  already  been  broken  by  the  Russians. 

Fortunately  for  us  our  eternal  exaltation  does  not  depend  upon 
whether  Russia  keeps  or  breaks  her  international  agreements.  But  we  might 
ask  ourselves  if  our  upsurge  in  juvenile  crime  and  delinquency  is  a  satis- 
factory result  of  what  twenty  -two  vears  of  dealing  with  our  own  children 
and  with  God  have  produced.  During  the  past  twenty-two  years  we  have 
also  attended  many  meetings.  We  have  made  many  major  agreements  with 
each  other  and  with  God.  Some  of  these  agreements  have  been  made 
at  the  waters  of  baptism;  others  have  been  made  as  we  have  received  and 
been  advanced  in  the  priesthood.  We  have  made  some  important  agree- 
ments at  the  marriage  altar.  And  each  week  we  meet  before  the  Sacrament 
table  and  witness  unto  our  Heavenly  Father  that  we  will  always  keen  his 
commandments.  Wouldn't  it  be  interesting  if  some  impartial  statistician 
conld  determine  how  many  of  these  important  agreements  we  have  made 
and  how  our  personal  performance  percentage  compared  with  the 
Russians? 

We  should  remember  that  any  disobedience  to  God  or  any  other  offenses 
that  we  pick  up  in  our  own  lives  are  soon  transmitted  to  others,  particu- 
larly our  children.  That  is,  the  power  of  example  is  the  greatest  power  in 
the  world.  That  is  the  way  we  learn  to  walk.  That  is  how  we  learn  to 
dress  ourselves.  That  is  why  we  have  our  hair  cut  and  our  clothing  tailored 
the  way  we  do. 

I  suppose  that  if  I  had  seen  you  eat  your  breakfast  this  morning  I 
would  have  discovered  that  most  of  you  ate  with  a  fork  in  your  right  hand. 
But  I  discovered  the  other  day  that  in  certain  parts  of  Canada  the  people 
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cat  with  the  fork  in  their  left  hand.  I  suppose  the  reason  is 
that  they  have  seen  somebody  else  do  it  that  way.  Probably  if  we  had  been 
born  in  China  we  may  not  have  eaten  with  a  fork  at  all. 

The  other  day  I  attended  a  meeting  during  which  someone  on  the 
platform  yawned.  Then  I  watched  that  yawn  go  all  over  the  audience.  The 
people  who  were  yawning  in  the  audience  were  not  even  aware  of  why 
they  were  yawning.  Unconsciously  they  were  following  the  example  of 
someone  else.  That  is  also  the  way  we  get  many  of  our  manners,  our 
morals,  and  our  attitudes. 

Thomas  Carlyle  said.  "We  reform  others  when  we  walk  uprightly." 
And  it  is  just  as  true  that  we  destroy  others  when  we  walk  unrighteously. 
Even  Jesus  said,  "The  son  can  do  nothing  of  himself  but  what  he  seeth  the 
Father  do."  (John  5:19)  Our  children  will  also  do  what  they  see  us  do. 
They  may  not  follow  our  advice,  but  they  will  follow  us. 

One  of  the  important  functions  in  the  life  of  Jesus  was  to  serve  as  a 
pattern  for  us.  He  gave  us  the  greatest  of  all  the  success  formulas  when  he 
said  simply,  "Come  follow  me."  And  every  life  must  eventually  be  judged 
by  how  well  we  follow  that  one  instruction.  We  also  reach  our  highest  rank 
while  serving  as  an  example  for  others,  particularly  our  children.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  first  question  that  God  will  ask  every  parent  is,  "Where 
are  your  children  "  Our  responsibility  is  not  just  to  be  mothers  and  fathers 
of  bodies.  We  are  also  appointed  to  be  mothers  and  fathers  of  blessings. 

When  Alexander  the  Great  was  twelve  years  old  his  father,  Philip, 
arranged  to  have  Aristotle,  the  great  Macedonian  orator  and  philosopher, 
become  his  companion  and  tutor.  Later  Alexander  said  that  Aristotle  was 
his  father.  What  he  meant  was  that  while  he  had  received  his  body  from 
Philip,  Aristotle  was  the  father  of  his  mind.  If  you  would  like  to  take  back 
to  your  work  one  of  the  most  challenging  thoughts  that  I  know  anything 
about,  that  is  it.  That  is,  physical  paternity  bv  itself  is  an  ordinary  office, 
that  is  something  that  is  participated  in  by  all  of  creation  from  the  top  to 
the  bottom.  But  what  about  mental  paternity  and  spiritual  paternity? 
Who  are  the  fathers  of  our  ideals,  and  what  kind  of  fathers  do  we  have  for 
our  children's  spirituality? 

Some  of  those  being  taught  by  Jesus  kept  saying,  "We  have  Abraham 
to  our  father."  Jesus  said  to  them,  "God  is  able  of  these  stones  to  raise  up 
children  unto  Abraham."  (Matt.  3:9).  Jesus  said.  "Ye  are  of  your  father  the 
devil,  an-1  the  lusts  of  your  father  ye  will  do."  (John  8:44).  We  ought  to 
exercise  the  greatest  care  about  our  own  spiritual  paternity. 

Fortunately  the  lesson  from  Sinai  did  not  end  with  the  deeree  that 
".  .  .  the  sins  of  the  fathers  shall  be  visited  upon  the  children."  (Ex.  20.5). 
It  is  also  true  that  the  virtues  of  the  fathers  are  visited  upon  the  children. 
Theseus  received  from  his  father,  Poseidon,  three  great  curses.  You  have 
received  from  vour  Father  in  heaven  some  great  blessings  which  you  may 
direct  as  you  choose. 

Nancv  Hanks  directed  one  of  her  blessings  toward  her  son  Abraham 
Lincoln.  And  later  in  his  life  he  said.  "All  that  I  am  or  ever  hope  to  be  I 
owe  to  my  anqel  mother."  Jesus  conferred  one  of  his  blessings  upon  Simon 
Peter  and  raised  the  life  of  this  humble  fisherman  to  one  of  great  spiritual 
power. 

We  may  confer  as  manv  blessmgs  as  we  like,  on  whomever  we  like,  by 
the  inspiration  of  our  own  lives.  Wo  speak  a  j»rcai  deal  in  the  Ch'irch  about 
our  right  to  receive  inspiration  from  God.  and  that  is  a  tremendous  bles- 
sing. But  the  thing  we  don't  always  understand  is  our  right  to  five  inspira- 
tion. Yet  if  there  should  be  subtracted  from  each  of  us  the  good  that  we 
have  received  from  someone  else,  there  might  not  be  very  much  of  any  of 
us  left. 

Some  time  ago  I  listened  to  a  great  Sunday  School  teacher  recount 
the  thrilling  story  of  creation.  "So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image." 
(Gen.  1  :27).  And  as  I  listened  to  this  story  unfold.  I  closed  my  eyes  and 
wished  that  I  could  have   been  there  to  have  seen  this  great  event  take 
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place.  Then  I  remembered  something  that  I  have  tried  not  to  forget,  and 
that  is  that  the  creation  of  man  is  not  something  that  was  finished  and 
done  with  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  6,000  years  ago.  The  creation  of  man  is 
still  going  on,  and  we  are  the  creators;  that  is,  we  are  creating  the  faith 
and  the  enthusiasm  and  the  attitudes  which  will  determine  what  men  and 
women  will  be  throughout  all  of  eternity. 

As  parents  we  have  helped  to  create  bodies,  but  that  is  not  the  end  of 
our  responsibility.  We  must  also  create  individual  righteousness.  Dr.  Alan 
Stockdale  has  called  our  attention  to  an  interesting  challenge  by  saying, 
"God  left  a  world  unfinished  for  man  to  work  his  skill  upon.  He  left  the 
electricity  still  in  the  cloud,  the  oil  still  in  the  earth.  He  left  the  rivers  un- 
bridged  and  the  forests  unfelled  and  the  cities  unbuilt.  God  gave  to  man 
the  challenge  of  raw  materials,  not  the  ease  of  finished  things.  He  left 
the  problems  unsolved  and  the  pictures  unpainted  and  the  music  unsung 
that  man  might  know  the  joys  and  glories  of  creation.  God  created  the 
quarries,  but  he  carves  the  statues  only  by  the  hand  of  man." 

"God  has  also  left  the  world  of  men  unfinished.  He  has  left  the 
character  unformed,  the  lessons  unlearned,  the  testimonies  unacquired,  and 
the  determination  undeveloped.  Then  as  a  means  of  our  accomplishment 
he  has  given  us  this  basic,  fundamental  universal  law  which  says,  "We  reap 
as  we  sow."  But  that  is  only  a  part  of  the  fact.  Mostly  we  reap  as  others  have 
sown  for  us.  We  reap  as  our  parents  have  sown.  We  reap  ar  our  teachers 
have  sown.  And  one  of  the  most  thrilling  ideas  in  the  world  is  that  our 
children  will  reap  as  we  sow.  This  is  a  part  of  the  divine  law  "that  the 
virtues  of  the  fathers  shall  be  visited  upon  the  children." 

Each  of  us  has  been  given  a  set  of  the  most  wonderful  blessings,  which 
we  may  confer  upon  whomever  we  choose.  May  God  help  us  to  use  this 
great  eternal  power  effectively  which  he  has  placed  in  our  hands,  I  pray 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

THE  GOSPEL  SHARED   (Continued    from    page    177) 

missionaries.  The  talks  were  first-class,  and  the  songs  really  helped  create 
the  proper  spirit.  The  only  anxious  moment  came  when  Carol  lost  her  train 
of  thought  in  the  middle  of  her  remarks,  but  with  traditional  Burningham 
quick  thinking,  father  proudly  remembered,  she  found  her  place  and 
effectively  explained  the  scattering  of  Israel.  He  would  never  forget  the 
"thumbs-up"  signal  Bob  gave  him  at  the  conclusion  of  his  daughter's 
address. 

And  now  John  stood  wondering  what  the  Curtis  family  thought  about 
their  first  visit  to  the  Mormon  Church.  He  also  thought  of  the  inner  struggle 
he  had  experienced  when  he  first  considered  inviting  Bob  Curtis.  Of  course 
he  had  long  been  familiar  with  President  McKay's  exhortation,  "Every 
Member  a  Missionary,"  and  with  the  programmes  instituted  by  the  Mission 
leaders  to  help  the  Saints  fulfill  this  responsibility.  He  had  also  many 
times  recounted  the  innumerable  blessings  he  had  received  since  his  entry 
into  the  covenant  waters,  and  often  desired  to  share  this  joy  with  others. 
But  despite  all  these  motives,  this  was  the  first  real  effort  he  had  made  to 
share  the  gospel.  Why?  Possibly  because  he  had  always  imagined  that  it 
would  be  difficult,  and  yet,  he  recalled,  inviting  Bob  to  church  had  seemed 
like  second  nature.  Oh  well,  that  was  all  water  under  the  bridge  now.  He 
had  at  last  followed  the  counsel  of  the  authorities  and  shared  the  gospel. 
What  would  the  result  be? 

John  looked  around  the  corner  at  the  Relief  Society  room  and  caught 
a  glimpse  of  the  missionaries  shaking  hands  with  the  visitors  they  had 
guided  through  the  building.  The  Curtises  soon  emerged  from  the  room 
accompanied  by  Jackie  and  Carol.  Did  they  feel  the  spirit  that  he  prayed 
they  would? 

With  a  big  grin  Bob  walked  up  to  him  and  took  his  hand.  "John,  I 
can't  thank  you  enough  for  inviting  us  to  come  along  with  you  this  even- 
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The   Gospel   Shared 


by  Elder  Stanford  S.  Smith 

JOHN  Burningham  was  worried.  It  was  only  four  days  before  the  Share 
the  Gospel  meeting  in  his  branch  and  he  had  not  yet  decided  how  to 
invite  Robert  Curtis,  the  landscaping  expert  for  the  same  firm  that  em- 
ployed John  as  a  building  architect.  They  had  known  each  other  since  they 
were  thrown  together  to  plan  the  city's  new  art  gallery  and  park. 

Bob  was  not  going  to  be  easy  to  invite.  It  seemed  that  every  time  the 
subject  of  religion  came  up  at  the  office  he  would  bury  himself  deeper  in 
his  papers.  And  yet,  mused  John,  Bob  was  a  great  guy.  If  he  weren't  help- 
ing someone  with  a  sketch,  he  was  bending  over  a  friend's  drafting  table 
adding  a  few  extra  touches  that  only  experience  could  teach.  John  had  met 
the  wife  and  two  daughters  shown  in  the  picture  on  his  associate's  desk 
several  times.  His  own  daughters,  although  slightly  older  than  the  Curtis 
girls,  really  seemed  to  hit  it  off  with  them  ,  despite,  he  smiled,  the  water 
fight  at  the  last  company  picnic.  Yes  indeed,  they  were  the  right  kind  of 
people  —  people  who  belonged  in  the  church  —  people  he  must  invite  to 
the  Share  the  Gospel  meeting.  If  only  the  right  opportunity  would  come! 
He  pushed  his  T-square  a  bit  and  put  his  pencil  back  to  work. 

Ten  days  ago,  he  explained  to  himself,  was  when  all  the  anxiety  began. 
His  wife  Shirley  was  trying  to  round  up  the  children  after  Sunday  School 
when  the  Branch  President  asked  her  and  Carol  their  daughter,  to  step 
into  his  office  for  a  special  meeting  that  was  about  to  begin.  John  spent 
fifteen  patient  minutes  rereading  the  notice  board,  observing  that  he  would 
probably  be  asked  to  play  his  trumpet  on  the  forthcoming  talent  show.  He 
was  halfway  through  the  bulletin  about  the  next  Relief  Society  Bazaar 
when  the  office  door  swung  open  and  out  marched  Brother  Wilson,  the 
Elders  Quorum  instructor,  two  of  Carol's  young  friends,  the  missionaries, 
and  then  his  spouse  and  teenager.  Each  was  carrying  a  piece  of  paper,  and 
apparently  engaged  in  deep  thought.  What  kind  of  meeting  was  this,  anyway? 

After  loading  the  family  in  the  car  and  pulling  away  from  the  curb, 
the  answer  came.  With  typical  enthusiasm  Carol  blurted,  "Daddy,  why  was 
Israel  scattered?"  As  if  that  weren't  bad  enough,  Mrs  Burningham,  the 
Branch  chorister,  inquired  "Do  you  know  any  hymns  about  Israel  gather- 
ing to  Zion,  Honey?"  It  didn't  take  him  long  to  guess  what  the  topic  of  the 


176 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


July,  1966 


next  Share  the  Gospel  meeting  was,  nor  to  conclude  that  the  monthly 
Share  the  Gospel  preparation  meeting  was  what  had  kept  him  waiting  in 
the  chapel  foyer. 

Life  wasn't  quite  the  same  for  the  next  few  days.  Shirley  couldn't 
decide  whether  "Israel,  Israel,  God  is  calling"  should  be  the  opening  or 
closing  song,  and  whether  the  choir  should  sing  "The  Morning  Breaks"  or 
"High  on  the  Mountain  Top."  Carol  had  troubles  too.  At  first  she  could 
not  find  anything  to  say,  but  after  a  few  days  of  research  and  cross- 
examining  father  had  amassed  such  a  pile  of  material  that  she  was  faced 
with  the  problem  of  trimming  her  thoughts  down  to  fit  within  the  three- 
minute  time  limit.  To  do  so,  she  insisted  on  giving  her  talk  at  every  meal, 
and  then  asking  the  family  what  should  be  cut  out.  It  quite  unnerved  her 
when  twelve-year-old  Jackie  interjected,  "Talking  so  much  at  the  dinner 
table ! "  Father  was  almost  ready  to  agree,  he  amusedly  recalled. 

John  forced  his  thoughts  to  return  to  the  drafting  paper  before  him 
and  completed  a  half-drawn  base-line.  Yes,  he  again  mentally  affirmed, 
the  Curtises  would  have  to  be  invited.  The  sound  of  lights  clicking  off 
over  the  tables  reminded  him  that  it  was  time  for  lunch. 

The  lift  quickly  decended  three  levels  to  the  cafeteria  on  the  fourth 
floor.  After  choosing  his  lunch  and  paying  the  cashier,  he  noticed  his 
friend  sitting  alone  at  one  of  the  far  tables.  "Well,"  he  said  softly  to  him- 
self, "it's  now  or  never,"  and  he  walked  down  and  set  his  tray  opposite 
that  of  the  landscaper's. 

Following  a  few  mouthfuls  of  food,  John  asked,  "Say  Bob,  you  know 
I'm  a  Mormon  don't  you?" 

"Sure!  Who  else  would  drink  all  the  company's  milk  at  tea  time," 
he  chuckled. 

"Well  Bob,  there  is  going  to  be  a  special  service  at  the  church  this 
Sunday,  and  I  would  love  to  have  you,  June  and  the  kids  come  with  us." 

"Thanks  for  the  invitation  John.  What's  so  unusual  about  this 
Sunday?" 

"It's  called  the  Share  the  Gospel  meeting.  Some  of  the  young  folks, 
my  daughter  Carol  included,  are  going  to  explain  a  little  about  the  church 
for  people  who  are  not  very  familiar  with  it." 

"Teenagers  talking  in  church?  This  I  have  to  see!  I'm  sure  my  family 
would  enjoy  seeing  yours  again  too.  Besides,  I  would  like  to  see  the  inside 
of  your  building.  If  it's  as  nice  as  the  exterior  you  must  be  pretty  proud  of 
it.  What  time  does  the  meeting  start?" 

Six  o'clock  sharp.  We  drive  right  through  your  neighbourhood  on  the 
way,  we'll  stop  by  your  home  about  twenty  minutes  before  six  and  you  can 
follow  us  in." 

The  conversation  continued  until  Bob,  after  looking  at  his  watch, 
announced  that  it  was  time  to  return  to  the  salt  mines.  They  made  their 
way  through  the  tables  back  to  the  lift. 

Sunday  afternoon  arrived  all  too  soon.  It  was  five-thirty  and  the  females 
of  the  Burningham  household  were  still  adding  finishing  touches  to  their 
hair,  but  repeated  encouragement  from  father  finally  suceeded  in  getting 
everyone  in  the  automobile.  As  they  drove  to  the  Curtises,  each  member  of 
the  family  was  mentally  running  through  the  responsibilities  of  the  evening. 
Mother  was  humming  the  hymns  and  sub-consciously  marking  time  with 
her  index  finger,  Carol  was  pouring  over  her  notes  for  the  hundredth 
time,  and  Dad  was  planning  how  to  introduce  his  guests  to  the  branch 
members  and  missionaries.  The  Curtises  were  in  their  parked  car  ready  to 
go  when  John  approached  their  home.  He  hooted  twice  and  slowed  as  the 
passengers  of  the  two  vehicles  exchanged  waves.  He  then  sped  down  the 
road  toward  the  chapel. 

The  meeting  went  like  clock-work,  he  afterward  surmized  as  he  waited 
in  the  foyer  for  the  Curtises  to  finish  their  tour  of  the  building  with  the 
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FEATURE 

The   Western    Exodus 

rTlHIRTEEN  hundred  miles  to  the  mountain  valleys!  The  way  would 
"  lead  some  three  hundred  miles  through  the  sparsely  settled  Iowa 
territory,  then  across  the  Missouri  River  into  the  lands  of  the  Omaha,  the 
Sioux,  and  the  Ute  Indians;  a  thousand  trackless  miles  beyond  the  fringes 
of  civilization. 

Six  months  did  not  seem  too  long  to  ask.  But  the  mobsters  were  im- 
patient, and  violence  was  increasing.  Shops  and  forges  hummed  around 
the  clock. 

It  was  midwinter,  February  4,  1846,  when  the  first  of  the  exiles  said 
good-bye  to  their  homes  and  crossed  the  river  to  face  the  elements  and 
the  savages. 

Soon  the  work  of  ferrying  was  going  on  day  and  night.  By  the  fifteenth 
the  mile-wide  Mississippi  was  frozen  so  solid  that  a  large  company  was 
able  to  cross  on  the  ice.  By  the  latter  part  of  April  most  of  the  Mormons 
had  left  the  city. 

Imagine  the  problems  involved  in  moving  an  entire  city  into  the  wilder- 
ness. Most  of  these  people  were  not  used  to  the  rigors  of  the  frontier,  and 
because  they  had  to  leave  in  haste  many  of  them  were  ill-prepared  for  such 
a  journey.  The  first  night  that  the  company  camped  on  Sugar  Creek,  within 
ten  miles  of  their  comfortable  homes,  nine  babies  were  born  in  wagons,  or 
in  crude  shelters  which  had  been  thrown  up  to  give  some  protection  from 
the  cold  and  the  storm. 

But  the  camp  was  soon  organized;  faces  were  turned  to  the  west;  and 
each  day  some  progress  was  made  through  the  deep  snows  of  winter  and  the 
rains  and  mud  of  spring.  At  night,  after  a  toilsome  day,  the  Saints  would 
scrape  back  the  snow  and  square  dance  until  the  unfriendly  prairie  rever- 
berated with  the  sounds  of  their  brass  band,  clapping  hands,  and  stomp- 
ing feet. 

"Plant  that  others  may  harvest!"  became  the  watchwords.  As  spring 
turned  into  summer  hundreds  of  acres  of  land  along  the  trail  were  plowed 
and  planted  by  the  advance  companies  of  the  never-ending  column  of  exiles. 
Subsequent  companies  would  cultivate,  and  when  the  crops  were  ripe,  still 
others  would  reap. 

Meanwhile  the  United  States  had  become  entangled  in  a  war  with 
Mexico.  On  June  26  there  rode  into  camp  three  dragoons  of  soldiers  bear- 
ing "A  Circular  to  the  Mormons,"  inviting  them  to  furnish  five  hundred 
volunteers  to  join  the  army  and  march  to  California. 

Leaders  of  the  Church  had  been  seeking  aid  from  the  government, 
and  while  this  was  far  from  being  the  kind  of  help  they  would  have 
chosen,  yet  in  it  Brigham  Young  saw  an  overture  for  peace  and  a  chance 
to  demonstrate  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  the  Mormons  were 
loyal  to  America.  So,  even  though  he  knew  filling  the  quota  would  throw 
added  burdens  upon  already  sadly  oppressed  people,  leaving  many  families 
to  brave  the  plains  without  the  help  of  fathers  or  grown  boys.  Brigham 
Young  encouraged  the  men  to  enlist,  and  the  company  of  five  hundred 
was  raised. 

The  story  of  the  march  of  the  Mormon  Battalion  through  Kansas  and 
the  all-but-unexplored  regions  of  what  is  now  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and 
California,  a  trek  reported  to  be  the  longest  infantry  march  in  history,  is 
a  thrilling  account.  The  men  eventually  rejoined  their  families  in  the  valleys 
of  the  mountains. 

By  the  fall  of  1846  about  15,000  people  with  3,000  wagons,  30,000  head 
of  cattle,   great  flocks   of  sheep,  and    many   horses    and  oxen   had   been 
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moved  to  the  Missouri  River.  Here,  they  decided,  they  would  spend  the 
cold  months,  and  they  went  to  work  to  make  their  Winter  Quarters  as  com- 
fortable as  possible.  By  early  January  about  a  thousand  houses,  many  of 
them  little  more  than  dugouts,  had  been  constructed. 

It  was  a  hard  winter.  Malnutrition,  inadequate  clothing  and  shelter, 
and  an  outbreak  of  "black  Canker"  combined  to  take  their  toll.  Testifying 
of  this  is  a  well  kept  graveyard  on  the  hills  above  Florence,  Nebraska, 
where  six  hundred  of  their  number  were  laid  to  rest. 

Spring  finally  came,  and  the  "camps  of  Israel"  again  headed  west, 
with  an  advance  company  led  by  Brigham  Young  and  the  Twelve  Apostles 
blazing  the  way. 

It  was  late  July  1847  when  these  pioneers  made  their  way  into  the 
Valley  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  which  Brigham  Young  declared  to  be  the 
chosen  place  for  them  to  settle.  Jim  Bridger's  doubts  that  corn  could  be 
raised  in  the  Great  Basin  did  not  daunt  this  fearless  leader.  Pleas  of  some 
of  the  people  to  go  on  to  California  had  no  effect. 

On  Ensign  Peak,  from  which  a  small  group  of  men  overlooked  the 
valley  on  July  26,  Brigham  Young  declared : 

'Now,  brethren,  organize  your  exploring  parties  so  as  to  be  safe  from 
the  Indians;  go  and  explore  where  you  will  and  you  come  back  here  every 
time  and  say  this  is  the  right  place." 

He  later  said  that  he  "knew  in  the  temple  of  Nauvoo  that  we  could 
raise  grain  here";  that  he  saw  the  valley  in  vision  a  year  or  more  before  he 
entered  it. 

Within  hours  after  the  vanguard  of  the  party  reached  the  valley  they 
had  selected  a  plot  of  ground  and  had  begun  preparing  it  for  crops.  When 
the  ground  proved  to  be  so  dry  and  hard  as  to  be  unworkable,  they  dammed 
one  of  the  streams  flowing  from  the  mountains  and  flooded  the  parched 
earth  —  the  beginning  of  modern  irrigation  in  North  America. 

By  winter  immigrants  had  pushed  the  population  of  the  valley  to  some 
2,100  souls.  In  the  meantime  schools  had  been  established;  the  city  had  been 
laid  out;  fields  and  gardens  had  been  fenced  with  poles  from  the  mountains; 
a  site  for  a  temple  had  been  selected;  ten-acre  fort  of  heavy  poles  and  sun- 
dried  adobe  had  been  constructed,  and  many  log  and  adobe  houses  had 
been  built.  Brigham  Young  and  two  companies  of  men  had  headed  back 
over  the  trail  to  Winter  Quarters  to  guide  more  people  to  the  Valley  the 
following  year. 

In  the  spring  some  five  or  six  thousand  acres  of  ground  were  prepared 
and  seeded.  June  gave  promise  of  a  good  crop,  but  as  the  grain  was  starting 
to  turn,  hordes  of  devastating  crickets,  half-crawling,  half-hopping  demons 
of  destruction,  invaded  the  lush  fields.  The  pioneers  were  unable  to  stop 
them. 

But  these  faithful  people,  who  had  traversed  a  continent  to  find  reli- 
gious freedom,  were  not  forsaken  in  their  time  of  need.  From  the  west 
came  great  flocks  of  circling,  screeching  sea  gulls  which  attacked  the 
hordes  of  black  death,  with  ravenous  appetites.  This  continued  day  after 
day  until  there  was  scarcely  a  cricket  to  be  found  in  the  valley. 

Today  the  sea  gull  is  the  Utah  state  bird.  On  Temple  Square  in  Salt 
Lake  City  is  a  stately  monument  topped  by  the  likeness  of  two  gulls, 
erected  in  honour  "of  the  mercy  of  God  to  the  Mormon  Pioneers." 


THE  GOSPEL  SHARED  (Continued  from  page  175) 

ing.  It  has  been  a  wonderful  experience!  By  the  way,  the  missionaries  are 
coming  over  to  our  home  next  Wednesday  night  to  show  us  a  film  about 
the  church.  Do  you  think  you  and  your  family  could  make  it?"  John  found 
it  difficult  to  answer  with  a  lump  in  his  throat,  but  managed  to  croak  out 
a  "Yes." 

At  home  that  night,  after  putting  the  two  girls  to  bed,  a  grateful  John 
thanked  the  Lord  for  the  deeply  felt  joy  of  the  gospel  shared  . 
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The  Welfare  Programme 

IN  1936,  the  Church  inaugurated  the  programme  which  is  now  known 
■*■  as  the  Church  Welfare  Plan.  This  has  received  national  and  inter- 
national approval.  The  First  Presidency  announced  that  the  purpose  of  the 
plan  was  to  set  up.  insofar  as  it  might  be  possible,  a  system  under  which 
the  curse  of  idleness  would  be  done  away  with,  the  evils  of  the  dole  abolish- 
ed, and  independence,  industry,  thrift  and  self-respect  be  once  more 
established  amongst  the  people.  The  aim  of  the  Church  is  to  help  the 
people  to  help  themselves.  Work  is  to  be  reenthroned  as  a  ruling  principle 
in  the  lives  of  our  Church  membership. 

You  will  remember  that  Paul  said  to  Timothy:  "But  if  any  provide 
not  for  his  own,  and  specially  for  those  of  his  own  house,  he  hath  denied 
the  faith,  and  is  worse  than  an  infidel."  (1  Timothy  5:8.) 

As  the  Welfare  Programme  developed,  the  Church  organized  Welfare 
Regions  and  put  into  operation  welfare  production  projects,  largely  in  the 
field  of  agriculture,  but  also  in  manufacturing. 

There  is  located  in  Salt  Lake  City  what  is  known  as  Welfare  Square — a 
great  tourist  attraction.  Nearly  all  of  the  work  done  on  this  tremendous 
building  project  was  contributed  or  accomplished  by  men  receiving  assis- 
tance from  the  Welfare  Plan,  and  much  of  the  building  material  was  sal- 
vaged from  demolished  buildings,  including  lumber,  brick,  flooring,  glass, 
doors,  electric  wiring,  etc. 

In  1938  the  Deseret  Industries  programme  was  organized  and  put 
hundreds  of  people  to  work  at  productive  labour,  taught  many  new  skills, 
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and  channeled  hundreds  of  Church  members  who  would  otherwise  have 
been  unemployed,  into  private  industry  where  they  have  become  self- 
supporting.  Deseret  Industries  now  has  three  major  processing  plants  and 
many  retail  stores.  Members  throughout  the  Church  have  co-operated  in 
this  project  by  turning  in  used  clothing,  furniture  and  appliance  so  that 
these  items  could  be  repaired  or  rebuilt  for  sale  or  used  in  the  bishop's 
storehouse  programme  and  provide  employment  for  hundreds  of  otherwise 
unemployables. 

In  1940  the  Church  built  some  huge  grain  elevators  on  Welfare  Square. 
The  towers  rise  240  feet  from  the  ground  and  the  bins  provide  space  for 
318,000  bushels  of  grain. 

The  programme  has  provided  its  own  facilities  to  can  and  process  food 
required  by  the  needy  members.  These  activities  are  under  the  supervision 
of  experts  who  contribute  their  time  without  pay.  The  Church  has  31 
modern,  clean,  and  well-supervised  canneries,  two  milk-processing  units, 
and  the  Church  also  has  a  mill  and  elevators  at  Kaysville,  Utah,  for 
the  purpose  of  milling  flour  and  cereal  and  making  feeds  for  livestock 
on  Church  Welfare  projects.  Here  the  Church  has  storage  facilities  for 
another   164,000  bushels  of  grain. 

In  1947  the  Welfare  Plan  began  the  active  operation  of  a  coal  mine 
which  supplies  all  coal  required  by  the  Welfare  Programme  for  needy 
homes. 

The  Welfare  Plan  has  proved  itself  in  may  emergencies  since  it  was 
organized.  Space  will  not  permit  enumerating  them,  but  illustrative  of  its 
effectiveness,  there  was  a  flood  in  Idaho  some  years  ago.  At  10.30  one 
morning  a  phone  call  came  to  the  Welfare  office  from  Idaho  Falls,  report- 
ing that  hundreds  of  families  of  Church  members  were  in  distress  due  to 
the  floods.  They  called  for  emergency  food,  clothing  and  bedding.  At  4 
p.m.  the  same  day  trucks  were  on  their  way  to  Idaho  Falls  with  beds, 
mattresses,  springs,  blankets,  sheets,  tons  of  clothing  and  food  and  many 
other  needed  items. 

Practically  all  of  the  items  sent  to  Idaho  Falls  on  this  occasion  were 
produced  by  Deseret  Industries.  This  is  the  branch  of  the  programme 
which  provides  work  opportunities  for  Church  members  who,  due  to  old 
age  or  physical  or  mental  handicaps,  are  unemployed  in  the  competitive 
labour  market.  Practically  all  the  food  was  produced  on  stake  welfare 
projects.  Processing  plants  include  dairy,  chickens,  cattle,  hogs,  fish,  vege- 
tables, fruit,  berries,  nuts,  honey,  bakery  and  cannery  production,  etc. 
Foods  produced  or  raised  in  one  area  are  exchanged  for  that  produced  in 
another.  For  example,  citrus  fruits  raised  on  Welfare  projects  in  Califor- 
nia and  Florida  may  be  exchanged  for  vegetables,  meat,  or  grain  produced 
in  Idaho  or  Montana. 

The  stake,  regional,  and  central  bishop's  storehouses  are  the  resevoirs 
for  the  storage  and  distribution  of  the  physical  stocks  of  food,  clothing, 
bedding,  and  fuel  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  who  are  in  distress. 

But  how  does  all  this  affect  the  Church  Membership  in  South  Africa? 
It  has  been  the  feeling  and  advice  of  our  Church  leaders  for  a  number 
of  years  now,  that  all  members  throughout  the  Church  should  have  a 
supply  of  food,  clothing  and  general  family  needs  to  last  over  a  period  of 
at  least  one  year.  In  case  of  national  destruction,  famine,  and  other  mis- 
fortunate  conditions  that  could  happen  due  to  a  number  of  sundry  reasons, 
among  them  being  crop  failure,  a  year's  supply  of  goods  would  prove  to 
be  of  unquestionable  value. 

It  may  be  impossible  to  store  a  whole  year's  supply  of  food  in  a  warm 
climate  like  South  Africa's  but  an  effort  to  keep  a  supply  on  hand  as 
large  as  possible  would  be  a  wise  point  worth  mentioning. 

The  fruits  of  the  Welfare  Piogramme  have  been  proven  many  times 
throughout  the  history  of  the  Church.  It  is  truely  an  inspired  programme 
from  the  Lord. 
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INTRODUCING 


EZRA 

TAFT 
BENSON 


T^LDER  Ezra  Taft  Benson  has  been  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Twelve 
-*-^  Apostles  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  since 
October,  1943.  He  was  United  States  Secretary  of  Agriculture  during  the 
entire  Eisenhower  Administration. 

Elder  Benson  has  served  his  Church  in  many  capacities.  From  1933 
to  1937,  he  was  a  member  of  the  stake  presidency  of  the  Boise  Stake  in 
Idaho.  The  following  year  the  stake  was  divided  and  he  served  as  president 
of  the  Boise  Stake  for  about  two  years.  He  then  moved  to  Washington 
D.C.,  where  he  became  the  first  president  of  the  Washington  Stake,  com- 
prising all  members  of  the  Church  in  and  immediately  adjacent  ot 
America's  capitol  which  position  he  occupied  until  called  to  serve  in  the 
Council  of  Twelve. 

Elder  Benson  is  a  great-grandson  of  Apostle  Ezra  T.  Benson,  one  of  the 
original  pioneers  who  entered  the  Salt  Lake  Valley  with  Brigham  Young  on 
July  24,  1847.  His  parents  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Southern  Idaho, 
where  in  the  small  town  of  Whitney  he  was  born  August  4,  1899.  As  a 
young  man  he  was  active  in  scouting,  priesthood  work,  and  in  the  Church 
auxiliary  organisations.  He  attended  the  Oneida  Stake  Academy  and  later 
the  Utah  State  Agriculture  College  at  Logan,  Utah. 

From  1921  to  1923,  he  served  as  a  missionary  for  the  Church  in  the 
British  Isles.  Following  his  return  home,  he  continued  his  education  at 
Brigham  Young  University  at  Provo,  Utah,  where  he  was  graduated  with 
honours  and  given  a  scholarship  to  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  Iowa.  At 
this  institution  he  received  his  M.S.  degree  and  was  elected  to  the  Honour 
Society  of  Agriculture.  Later  he  did  graduate  work  at  the  University  of 
California. 

From  1929  to  1930  he  served  as  county  agricultural  agent  in  his  native 
Idaho  and  a  year  later  was  asked  to  head  the  newly-organized  Department 
of  Agricultural  Economics  and  Marketing  at  the  University  of  Idaho  at 
Boise. 

He  helped  organize  the  Idaho  Cooperative  Council  and  served  as  its 
first  secretary.  In  the  Spring  of  1939  he  received  the  distinct  honour  of 
being  appointed  Executive  Secretary  of  the  National  Council  of  Farmer 
Cooperatives,  a  federation  of  4,600  cooperative  groups.  Since  then  he  has 
served  on  several  advisorv  committees  and  national  boards  in  the  field  of 
agriculture  and  scouting.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Executive  Board 
of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  a  trustee  of  Brigham  Young  University,  and 
a  director  of  several  commercial  business  firms,  including  Corn  Products 
Co.,  which  has  plants  in  20  countries. 

On  January  15,  1946,  he  was  appointed  President  of  the  European  Mis- 
sion of   the  Church  with  headquarters   in   London.   The   European  Saints 

(Continued  on  page  194) 
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MOWBRAY 

Has    Sales 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

Avery  busy  Building  Fund  Committee  has  been  raising  funds  for  the  new 
chapel  this  month.  They  held  a  rummage  sale  on  Saturday,  May  7. 
This  brought  in  over  fifty  rands.  Then  they  had  a  cake-sale  at  Wynberg 
which  brought  in  an  almost  similar  amount.  — 

Sister  Ivy  Fourie  went  off  on  a  trip  to  Durban  to  meet  her  brand-new 
grandson,  Gavin  Owen  Wallender.  She  returned  full  of  enthusiasm  for 
both  of  the  little  ones.  Congratulation  go  to  Olaf  and  Patsy. 

The  Mothers  Day  services  were  very  well  attended.  At  Sunday  School, 
the  little  ones  sang  and  spoke  beautifully.  Then  there  was  the  distribution 
of  nosegays  to  all  of  the  mothers.  Eeveryone  feels  this  is  one  of  the  most 
touching  moments  of  any  service  held  during  the  year. 

The  Special  Interest  Group  of  the  MIA.  organised  an  outing  to  the 
Alhambra  on  May  9.  This  was  to  see  and  hear  the  festival  production  of  the 
opera  "Eugen  Onegin."  Everybody  felt  that  this  was  a  lovely  musical  treat. 
A  member  of  the  Mombray  Branch,  Sister  Molly  Gort,  was  one  of  the 
chorines. 

The  MIA  held  its  annual  musical  festival  at  the  home  of  sister  v.  d. 
Linden  on  May  24.  This  was  well  attended.  The  items  rendered  were  well 
received  and  of  a  high  standard. 

Among  those  who  have  been  ill  during  the  month  were  Sisters  Andrews, 
Lloyd  and  Williams.  Sister  Lorraine  Bibb  has  been  in  the  hospital  with  an 
appendix  operation.  May  they  all  soon  be  restored  to  health  and  strength. 

It  is  with  sorrow  that  the  death  of  Sister  Elizabeth  Sequiera  is  an- 
nounced. Sister  Bessie  was  in  Pretoria  visiting  Sister  Florence  Vigus,  when 
her  death  occurred.  Deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to  Brother  Anthony 
Sequiera  and  Sister  Rina  Dawson.  Sister  Sequiera  was  laid  to  rest  at 
Woltemade  on  May  25. 

EAST  LONDON 

Turns    Fairy    Tale    Land 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 

THERE     were     Mistress     Marys,  own  magician  in  the  form  of  Bro- 

Little  Boy  Blues,  Pollys  Putting  ther  John  Spear,  put  on  his  act  to 

the    Kettle    On,     Old    Women    in  the    delight    of    the    audience    and 

Shoes    and    many    other  characters  somewhat  to  consternation  of  Sister 

from  the  loved  nursery  rhymes  when  Raubenheimer    when    her    diamond 

a  function  was  organized  in  aid  of  ring  was  used   in   one   of  the  acts, 

the  building  fund  this  month.  After  However,   all   turned   out    well   and 

the   fancy   dress    parade,    our  very  her  ring  was  returned  to  her  all  in 
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one  piece.  There  were  parties  for  back  from  Wclkom.  This  family  is 
children  and  adults  alike  and  re-  certainly  a  great  addition  to  the 
freshments  on  sale.  The  sum  of  branch,  and  Sister  Janet  Human  has 
R  15.00  was  raised  at  this  function,  already  started  primary  work  which 
which  sum  was  handed  over  to  the  she  did  before  leaving  East  London 
building  fund  by  Sister  Corrigan  last  year, 
who,  together  with  her  helpers,  or- 
ganised the  proceedings.  Relief  Society  Sisters  have  started 
It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  the  on  their  third  quilt,  and  articles 
branch  welcomed  Brother  and  Sis-  have  been  pouring  in  for  mid-year 
ter  Clement  Human  and  their  family  Bazaar. 

WELKOM 

Changes    Presidency 

Reported  by  Gladys   Wilford 

rf^HE  first  surprise  came  when  the  Robinson  family  informed  the  branch 
-*■      that  they  were  moving  to  Durban. 

Brother  Robinson  had  been  President  of  the  Welkom  Branch  for  many 
years.  He  saw  the  branch  grow  from  meetings  in  houses,  then  meetings  in 
the  Masonic  Hall  and  finally  the  building  of  our  lovely  Chapel.  After  all 
the  love  and  work  he  put  into  the  branch,  we're  sure  he  cannot  leave  us 
without  leaving  a  little  piece  of  his  heart  behind. 

Sister  Pat  Robinson  was  much  loved  by  everyone.  She  was  the  Primary 
Mother,  where  she  did  an  excellent  job  of  work.  The  first  few  words  of  a 
song  that  she  was  teaching  the  children  to  sing  on  Mothers  Day  come  to 
mind.  "Mother  dear  we  love  you  so.  Your  lovely  smiling  face  .  .  ." 

Sister  Pat  was  also  the  organist  for  all  the  auxiliaries,  Theology  teacher 
for  Relief  Society,  and  a  teacher  in  Sunday  School. 

Sister  Anne  Robinson  will  also  be  remembered.  She  did  valuable  work 
as  chorister  in  the  Primary  and  Sunday  School.  She  also  taught  in  the 
Primary  and  the  Mutual  where  she  was  secretary  and  second  councillor 
respectively.  Anne  was  also  the  reporter  for  the  CSM.  Maire,  the  youngest 
of  the  Robinson  clan,  is  missed  by  all  of  her  friends,  but  we  are  sure  she 
has  now  made  good  friends  in  Durban. 

The  second  surprise  was  the  departure  of  the  Human  and  the  van  Zyl 
families. 

Brother  Clem  Human  was  the  MIA  Superintendent,  and  he  and  his 
lovely  family.  Sister  Janet,  Clemmy,  Topsy,  Gary  and  David,  will  be  missed 
now  that  they  have  returned  to  their  home  town.  East  London. 

Brother  van  Zyl,  Sister  Jean,  Allan  and  Reggy  were  members  of  the 
branch  for  many  years  and  we  wish  them  luck  and  happiness  in  their  new 
town  of  abode.  Rustenburg. 

The  branch  would  like  to  congratulate  Brother  Herbert  Parkin  who 
became  our  new  Branch  President,  and  pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will 
guide  and  bless  him  in  this  very  responsible  position.  Brother  Gordon 
Gilbert  and  Brother  Reaford  Futter  are  his  first  and  second  councillors 
respectively.  Sister  Joyce  Parkin  has  been  made  Primary  Mother  and  Sister 
Naomi  Beh'on  has  taken  over  from  Sister  Val  Symons  as  Relief  Society 
President.  The  branch  i-  very  proud  of  these  lovely  sisters  who  can  always 
be  relied  upon  in  time  of  need.  Brother  Gordon  is  back  in  his  old  job 
as  MIA.  Sunei.n'endent.  where  he  rightly  belongs,  as  MIA  is  not  the  same 
without  him  and  his  family. 

Brother  Bill  Grobler  lias  taken  over  from  Brian  Nel  as  Sunday  School 
Superintendent. 

One  good  thu.a  about  all  these  people  leaving  is  that  we  had  a  lovely 
Farewell  Dinner.  We  were  honoured  by  the  presence  of  President  and 
Sister  Snow  and  the  Spear  and  Fripp  families  from  Bloemfontein.  The 
Relief  Society  excelled  themselves  and  provided  a  three  course  dinner  which 
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everyone  enjoyed.  The  highlight  of  the  evening  was  a  stirring  performance 
by  the  children  who  sang  "We  thank  Thee  Dear  Father."  The  Gilberts 
must  be  congratulated  on  their  decoration  for  the  hall,  and  especially  Sister 
Arlene  Gilbert  for  her  lovely  realistic  artificial  flower  sprays  which 
adorned  the  walls  and  tables. 

With  so  many  members  leaving  we  were  a  bit  scared  that  this  moving 
fever  might  spread  to  other  members,  but  we  are  very  happy  to  say  that 
this  did  not  happen,  and  all  the  members  have  pledged  their  support  to 
their  new  leaders. 


BLOEMFONTEIN 


Caters    to    Public 

Reported  by  James  W.  G.  Robb 


TOURING  the  past  month,  the 
■*-'  members  of  the  Bloemfontein 
Branch  really  went  to  town  and 
put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel 
with  their  Catering  Stall  at  the 
Central  Agricultural  Show.  They 
really  intended  to  go  all  out  to 
achieve  their  goal,  by  rendering  ex- 
cellent service  and  catering  to  the 
general  public. 

It  was  hard  work  for  the  Branch 
President  who  did  all  the  organiz- 
ing and  the  purchases.  He  did  a 
great  mileage  with  his  car  to  pro- 
vide the  necessary  service.  Another 
brother  even  took  special  leave 
from  his  work  so  as  to  be  in  atten- 
dance at  all  times.  He  too  did  a 
great  mileage  with  his  car.  It  was 
wonderful  to  see  such  great  har- 
mony, love  and  understanding.  The 
esperit  de  corps  was  wonderful.  It 
is  no  wonder  that  their  goal  was 
achieved. 

The  members  of  the  Branch  do 
miss  Sister  Alma  Robb  from  the 
services  and  the  activities.  She  has 
been  laid  up  critically  ill  for  the 
past  three  months  and  has  during 
that  time  undergone  two  serious 
major  operations.  She  is  continually 
in  our  prayers  and  we  do  wish  her 
a  speedy  recovery  and  hope  that 
she  will  soon  join  her  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  branch  again. 

K'MBERLEY 


Bloemfontein  has  lost  two  won- 
derful members  in  Brother  and 
Sister  Otto  Krauss  who  have  moved 
to  Carletonville.  It  was  quite  a 
blow  to  our  MIA  as  they  were 
Superintendent  and  President  re- 
spectively. Everybody  was  just 
starting  to  know  them  when  this 
happened.  Good  Luck  to  you  at 
Carletonville. 

Sister  Grace  Fripp  has  left  on  a 
mission  and  is  at  present  labouring 
in    Pretoria. 

Our  CSM  Reporter  Sister  Alyda 
van  der  Leek  has  left  on  holidav 
to  the  land  of  her  birth,  Holland. 
We  do  hope  that  she  enjoys  her 
stav   while   she   is   over  there. 

The  ladies  of  the  Relief  Society 
did  a  wonderful  job  of  work  with 
their  cake  sale  on  May  27,  in  spite 
of  the  few  who  did  the  necessary 
baking.  There  too  the  spirit  of 
love  and  harmony  is  always 
noticeable. 

On  May  30,  we  were  privileged 
to  have  with  us  the  two  travelling 
Elders,  Elder  Hemming  and  Elder 
Richardson.  A  special  meeting  was 
called,  and  the  theme  of  their  talks 
were  based  on  "Share  the  Gospel". 
Music  was  played  at  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  new  organ.  It  was  the 
one  project  that  we  worked  so  hard 
for  at  the  show. 


Enjoys    Conference 

Reported  by  Martha  Humphrey  Dalgleish 
OINCE  the  last  time  of  writing  the  Saints  in  Kimberley  are  happier  as 
^    some  rain  has  fallen  and  brought  some  relief. 

On  April  16  and  17,  our  District  Conference  was  held.  President  and 
Sister  Cherritt  and  President  Gerald  Meyer  gave  us  wonderful  talks  and  a 
most  enjoyable  film  was  shown.   Brother  and   Sister  J.   Robb   came   from 
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Bloemfontcin  to  swell  our  numbers,  and  were  given  a  very  warm  welcome. 

Our  District  President,  Brother  Sid  Spear,  could  not  be  with  us  owing 
to  a  slight  indisposition,  but  are  happy  to  say  he  is  well  again.  The  Singing 
Mothers  sang  exceptionally  well;  although  few  in  number,  they  were  able 
to  make  quite  good  music.  The  Primary  children  also  sang  a  number  at 
the  conference  session. 

The  Brothers  and  Sisters  were  sorry  to  lose  Elder  Williams  Benincosa 
and  then  Elder  Gail  Uzelac,  but  happy  to  welcome  Elder  James  Walton 
for  a  very  short  time,  and  sad  to  see  him  go.  Elder  Larry  Rigby  has  come 
to  labour  in  Kimberley  with  his  companion  Elder  Thomas  Ricks.  With 
these  two  fine  young  missionaries  in  our  midst  our  membership  will  in- 
crease. 

Our  Relief  Society  Sisters  are  busy  making  a  large  quilt  and  have  more 
on  order. 


SALISBURY 


Celebrates    Mothers    Day 

Reported  by  Jean  Bean 


ri^HE  Junior  Sunday  School  cele- 
■*■  brated  Mothers  Day  by  com- 
bining with  the  Senior  Sunday 
School  when  two  young  members, 
Brother  Peter  Wainwright  and 
Sister  Michele  Frost,  handed  out 
button-hole  flowers  to  all  the 
mothers  in  the  Chapel.  After  this 
the  Junior  Sunday  School  sang 
three  songs  and  then  Sister  Elaine 
Trotter,  Sister  Janine  Thwaits  and 
Brother  Peter  Wainwright  each  re- 
cited a  verse  of  "Love  at  Home". 

Sunday,  May  15,  saw  the  com- 
memoration of  the  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood Restoration.  This  was  a 
special  day  also  for  three  Primary 
boys,  Neville  Gordon-Carroll,  who 
gave  a  talk  on  "The  Word  of  Wis- 
dom", Ian  Bell,  who  spoke  on 
"The  Restoration  of  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood"  and  Brother  Gregory 
Hodgkiss,   who   bore   his   testimony. 

After  their  talks  the  lads  were 
then  presented  with  their  gradua- 
tion certificates  by  their  Primary 
President,  Sister  Pauline  Wain- 
wright, and  President  Alex  Corbett. 

Following  the  presentation  of  the 
certificates,  talks  were  given  by 
Sister  Mona  Fisher  on  "Priesthood 
in  the  Home;"  Brother  Colin 
Corbett  on  "Sacrament;"  Brother 
Gavin  Schonnberg  on  "The  Diffe- 
rence between  one  who  holds 
Priesthood  and  one  who  does  not" 
and  Sister  Yvonne  Crankshaw  on 
"Desire  for  Temple  Marriage"  — 
all  of  which  were  inspiring  and 
very    much    enjoyed    by    everyone 


present. 

Sunday,  May  22,  was  "Share  the 
Gospel"  service  which  was  richly 
blessed  with  the  spirit  of  the  Lord, 
there  being  two  investigators  pre- 
sent; sickness  prevented  a  greater 
attendance. 

On  Saturday,  May  29,  the  Mel- 
chizedek  Priesthood  held  their 
fund-raising  project  which  took  the 
form  of  a  dinner  and  "Drama" 
entertainment. 

The  "Drama"  entertainment  con- 
sisted mostly  of  short  extempo- 
raneously acted  'Black-outs"  by  a 
large  majority  of  the  Salisbury 
Branch  families,  all  of  which  kept 
the  audience  in  "hysterics". 

The  "black-outs"  were  followed 
by  short  playettes  and  then  after 
interval,  volunteers  were  called 
for  an  audition  for  the  parts  in 
"Have  Gum  will  Travel".  The 
selection  of  people  for  these  four 
character  parts  also  caused  endless 
mirth  as  well,  and  the  evening 
ended  on  a  very  happy  note  with 
the  M.C.,  Brother  Mike  Crankshaw. 
and  President  Alex  Corbett  thank- 
ing exeryone  for  their  ready  and 
eager  participation. 

At  the  MIA  Social  Evening  on 
Friday,  May  27,  Brother  Geoff 
Schonnberg  was  presented  with  a 
serviceman's  "Principles  of  the 
Gospel"  and  a  "Book  of  Mormon" 
and  all  present  wished  him  well 
for  his  nine  months  military  train- 
ing at  Llewellin  Barracks  near 
Bulawayo. 
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Salisbury  Saints  were  also  happy  Members   of    the    Salisbury    Branch 

to    welcome    into    their    midst    two  wish   them   joy,   happiness   and  lots 

additional  Elders;  Ronald  Burgener  of    success    in    their    work    for    the 

and    Robert    Anger.    The    former,  Lord. 

Elder   Burgener,    was    only   a   week  Relief    Society    Sisters    look    for- 

in    Salisbury    filling    the    gap    until  ward    to    their    hard-earned    recess 

Elder     Howard      Cheney      arrived.  during  the  coming  two  months. 

BULAWAYO 

Has    New    Singing     Group 

Reported  by  Laura  Kersey 

PRESIDENT  and  Sister  Snow  were  welcomed  by  the  Saints  for  the 
Conference  and  we  are  eager  to  put  into  practice  the  programmes 
which  President  Snow  has  outlined.  "Share  the  Gospel"  and  "Every  Mem- 
ber a  Missionary."  Our  newly  formed  singing  group  gave  a  rendering  of 
"How  Lovely  Are  Thy  Dwellings."  It  is  hoped  we  will  hear  more  from 
this  group.  Sister  Palmer-Jones  sang  "Peace  I  Leave  With  You."  The 
Conference  was  well  attended  with  members  from  Gwelo  and  Salisbury. 

Sister  Snow  gave  a  demonstration  on  quilt-making  which  was  enthu- 
siastically welcomed  as  another  means  of  fund  raising. 

The  Relief  Society  Sisters  held  their  monthly  cake  sale  and  netted  a 
substantial  sum  of  £23  to  swell  building  fund. 

MIA  used  activity  night  to  visit  the  Theatre  and  see  world  famous 
Luisillo  and  his  Spanish  Dancers. 

A  highly  successful  CSM  Festival  was  held  in  conjunction  with  a  fare- 
well tea  party  for  Sister  Joy  Yates  who  is  leaving  Bulawayo  to  settle  in 
Durban.  A  copy  of  "The  Mormon  Story"  signed  by  the  saints  was  presen- 
ted to  Sister  Yates  by  President  Isaac. 

Posies  made  by  Sister  M.  Austin  and  her  Sunday  School  class  were 
presented  by  little  Deborah  Herbert  to  the  mothers  on  Mothers  Day. 

Saturday,  May  14,  Sister  B.  J.  Henderson  and  her  two  sons  Thomas 
and  Robert  Pomroy,  entered  the  waters  of  baptism.  A  blessing  on  Ian 
Douglas  Henderson  was  given  by  Elder  B.  M.  Clawson. 

The  blessing  of  Brother  and  Sister  G.  S.  Harris'  baby  son,  Mark 
Brian,  was  given  by  President  R.  Isaac. 

We  welcome  Sister  Cooksley  from  Pretoria  who  is  spending  four 
month's  holiday  with  her  daughter  Sister  J.  Jones. 

Sister  Heather  Warren  and  her  daughter  Naomi  have  left  Bulawayo 
to  reside  in  Salisbury.  The  members  wish  them  success  for  the  future. 

Sister  Brenda  Budd  and  John  Alderson  of  Gwelo  were  married  at  the 
Salisbury  Chapel  April  30.  Bulawayo  branch  send  their  congratulations  and 
good  wishes.  Sister  Taylor  remains  ill  in  the  hospital.  Our  sympathy  and 
prayers  are  with  her  for  a  quick  recovery. 

We  thank  Elder  Dan  Jones  who  has  been  replaced  by  Elder  Pack 
for  his  help  and  hard  work  whilst  labouring  here. 

KLERKSDORP 

Holds    Fete 

Reported  by  Joan  Wilson 

HPHE   Relief   Society   held   a   fete  supplied  light  music  which  gave  the 

-■-   which  we  all  enjoyed.  All  the  fete  a  lovely  atmosphere, 

ladies     made     hamburgers,     soup,  The     Sunday     School     gave     the 

cakes,  biscuits,  sweets  and  puddings  programme  on  Mothers  Day.  When 

which  were  on  sale.  Don  van  Vliet  the    Primary    children    rendered    a 
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song   to   their   mothers,   there   came      deed    proud    to   be   mothers   —   the 

tears   of    happiness    in    the    mothers        nma  nc         «i.nj-«-  „,„  ^,™.,i  »k.< 
„     .•      i      i  .■  .u      >      same  as  we  en  lure n  are  proud  that 

eyes.   By  the  look  on   the  mothers  p 

faces  you   could   sec  they  were  in-      they  arc  ours. 
SPRINGS 

Starts    Month    With    Primary 

Reported  by   Marten  Keuning 

rpHE  Springs  Branch  started  the  month  of  May  by  having  a  well  attend- 
■*-     ed  Primary  conducted  service. 

On  May  8,  the  M-Men  and  Gleaner  Class  held  their  monthly  fireside 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Ken  Armstrong.  Twenty  young  people 
enjoyed  watching  the  film  "What  is  a  Mormon?"  On  Saturday  May  14, 
Sister  Maria  Ledward  gave  birth  to  a  bonny  son,  who  became  his  father's 
pride  immediately.  Congratulations  Charles  and  Maria. 

Holiday  resort  "The  Rocks"  was  favoured  by  a  daylong  visit  of  some 
50  saints,  all  somehow  related  to  the  members  of  the  Sunday  School  Class, 
"Parent  and  Child"  on  Ascension  Day.  Everyone  had  a  wonderful  time. 

Twenty-one  Saints  and  nine  visitors  attended  the  Sunday  School  Adult 
Class  braaivleis  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Dicks  on  Saturday  May 
21.  After  the  "loading*  every  person  present  had  to  participate  in  the 
talent  show.  We  sang,  recited  and  played  musical  instruments  and  enjoyed 
ourselves  thoroughly.  The  Junior  Sunday  School  was  priviledged  to  be 
visited  on  May  8  and  22,  by  Brother  Osman  and  President  Meyer.  Each 
one  of  these  brethren  addressed  our  Juniors  with  Spiritual  Stories  and 
talks.  The  Springs  boys  seem  to  be  better  at  volleyball  than  soccer,  because 
Ramah  beat  them  4-1  on  May  28,  at  Ramah. 

We  were  visited  by  Brother  Senior  from  Salt  Lake  City,  on  the  last 
Sunday  in  May.  He  left  the  Priesthood  an  inspiring  thought.  The  District 
Presidency  and  the  Springs  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Brother  Keith 
Chapman,  went  out  to  visit  the  Witbank  home  Sunday  School.  All  in  all 
18  people  were  gathered  there.  During  Sacrament  Service  that  evening 
Anthony  Jubber,  son  of  Brother  John  Jubber  and  his  wife  Anne,  were 
bidden  farewell  by  a  Primary  "Quartet"  and  welcomed  into  MIA  by  Bro- 
ther Keuning.  A  nice  present  to  receive  on  your  birthday. 

Brother  Carl  Dalldorf  and  wife.  Brother  and  Sister  Tom  Jubber  are 
back  with  us  after  spending  their  holiday  where  there  was  a  lot  of  sun. 

The  M-men  and  Gleaners  stayed  away  from  the  Pretoria  traffic  and 
spent  their  Republic  Day  on  horseback  at  Krugersdorp. 

And  finally,  on  May  31,  at  1.55  a.m.,  the  Keuning  family  was  in- 
creased by  a  6  lbs  lloz  baby  boy. 

CARLETONVILLE 

Is    In    World    News 

Reported    by  Jean   Alexander 

AS  Carletonville  is  in  the  world  and  five  children  who  were  bap- 
news  again,  we  have  very  little  tised  last  month.  Brother  Michael 
to  report,  except  that  our  Chapel  Alexander  was  baptised  on  his 
is  standing  fast  and  will  always  eighth  birthday  by  President  Alex- 
staind  fast  against  all  the  sinking  ander  and  confirmed  by  Brother 
ground.  Ben  de  Wet  of  Ramah  II. 

We     welcome     to     our     Branch 

Brother  and  Sister  Krauss  who  were  On    May    14,    the    Brothers    and 

transferred       from       Bloemfontein.  Sisters  worked   at   the  Chapel  end- 

Another  warm  welcome  to  our  new  ing  their  labours  with  a  braai  and 

converts  Brother  and  Sister  Eksteen  social. 
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KRUGERSDORP 

Bids     Farewell    to    Visitor 

Reported  by  Shiela  Bibb 

A  FAREWELL  Social  was  held  on  Friday,  May  6,  for  Helen  Argus,  our 
visiting  Australian.  Helen  left  by  car  on  Sunday,  May  8,  for  Durban 
on  the  first  leg  of  her  long  trip  home  to  Queensland,  Australia.  We  are 
going  to  miss  you  Helen  and  hope  you  will  make  a  return  trip  some  day. 

We  congratulate  Melanie  de  Beer  who  was  baptised  on  Saturday,  May 
7. 

Thursday,  May  19,  was  declared  a  work  day  for  the  Krugersdorp  male 
members  who  started  concreting  our  second  driveway.  The  ladies  provided 
the  meals  for  the  day,  which  were  enjoyed  by  all. 

Elder  Cheney  delivered  his  farewell  talk  at  Sacrament  Service  on  May 
22.  We  are  sorry  to  see  him  go  and  hope  he  will  be  very  happy  in  Salisbury. 

We  are  glad  to  see  Sister  Frances  de  Jongh  back  at  our  meetings  after 
a  long  absence  due  to  illness. 

Sister  Kilian  has  had  another  operation  on  her  leg  and  we  are  happy 
to  report  that  she  is  feeling  much  better  now.  We  trust  that  this  will  be  her 
last  operation. 

Our  caretaker,  Stanley,  is  back  and  this  news  is  particularly  welcome 
to  the  Relief  Society  sisters  who  can  now  remove  chapel  cleaning  off  their 
list  of  chores. 

Saturday,  May  28,  the  concreting  went  forward  once  more.  In  the 
evening  many  of  the  members  gathered  at  the  Strydom  home  to  help 
Charles  celebrate  his  birthday. 

We  welcome  Elder  Alsop  and  wish  him  a  pleasant  stay  in  Krugersdorp. 

The  Butt  family  are  away  in  Cape  Town  on  holiday.  We  wish  them  a 
good  rest  and  a  safe  return  to  us. 

Our  Chapel  was  very  empty  over  the  Republic  Day  week-end  as  many 
of  our  members  took  the  opportunity  to  take  a  short  holiday. 

The  Krugersdorp  members  have  taken  their  first  step  on  the  way  to 
perfection — they  are  diligently  sorting  out  their  books  and  returning  all 
those  borrowed  to  their  owners. 

Saturday,  June  4,  the  members  worked  long  and  hard  and  managed  to 
complete  the  concreting  of  the  driveway.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  put  it  to 
use  soon.  In  the  evening  a  surprise  party  was  held  for  Elder  Hymas  who 
celebrated  his  21st  birthday  that  day. 

RAMAH  II 


Members  Receives    Worlds    Highest 

Reported  by  Hope  Minne 

RAMAH  II  has  two  things  to  way  but  once  .  .  ."  was  brought 
be  proud  of  this  month;  The  home  to  us  at  all  meetings  and 
Branch  Conference  which  went  off  services.  Through  it  all  the  MIA 
with  a  swing  and  the  amazing  danced  and  brought  us  some  light 
achievement  of  Brother  James  entertainment  with  a  film  show  — 
Milne  who  obtained  the  highest  a  "Western"  in  the  true  tradition 
marks  in  the  world  when  writing  which  everyone  seemed  to  enjoy 
the  finals  of  the  CIS  examinations  with  popcorn  and  cool  drinks. 
—  our  congratulations  to  our  Brother  Victor  Bantjies  has  been 
brother  who  is  too  humble  to  tell  released  as  assistant  Branch  clerk 
the  world  himself.  The  Branch  and  is  now  the  Melchizedek  Priest- 
Conference  theme  "I  shall  pass  this  hood  Group  Leader.  In  his  place  as 
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clerk,    we    have    Brother   John    Wil-       Sister    Caroline    Wilcoxson    is    the 
coxson,     and     teaming     with     him.       Branch   Typist. 

RAMAH  FIRST 

Has    Eventful     Month 

Reported  by  Olive  H.  Dewsnup 

MAY  was  quite  an  eventful  month  for  the  Ramah  First  Branch,  com- 
mencing with  a  wonderful  Primary  Family  Hour  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Sister  Lynette  Bradley.  Everything  went  off  without  a  hitch  and 
under  the  baton  of  Sister  Signe  Thomson  the  children  sang. 

Going  to  the  other  extreme  we  are  very  happy  to  congratulate  Sister 
Rose  Calteaux,  the  District  Relief  Society  President  on  becoming  a  grand- 
mother. 

On  May  8,  Mothers  Day  was  commemorated  in  a  most  beautiful  way 
with  floral  tributes  to  each  mother  and  potential  mother.  Sister  Murphy 
became  84  during  May  and  the  Branch  felt  to  celebrate  it  by  a  small  token 
to  our  sister,  so  Sister  Anna  de  Wet  was  deputed  to  buy  a  basket  of  fruit 
and  take  it  to  Sister  Murphy. 

The  Aaronic  Priesthood  commemoration  service  was  held  on  May  15, 
with  talks  etc.  and  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  choir  taking  part.  MIA  really 
went  to  town  on  their  Fun  Night  with  games  which  were  most  hilarious 
and  everyone  invited  to  take  part;  old  and  young  alike  were  of  MIA  age 
on  that  night. 

Not  to  be  outdone  by  the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  the  First  Quorum  also 
held  a  social,  but  this  took  the  form  of  a  musical  evening.  On  Saturday. 
May  28,  Ramah  First  and  Second  combined  to  play  against  Springs  Branch 
in  a  soccer  match.  Up  to  half  time  the  play  was  even  with  a  score  of  one 
all.  But  then  Ramah  put  on  an  extra  spurt  and  won  the  match  4-1.  A  very 
sporting  match  and  most  enjoyable.  Let's  have  more  of  this  friendly 
rivalry. 

A  marriage  was  solemnized  in  the  Relief  Society  Room  of  Edward 
William  Slinger  and  Magdalene  Aletta  Gertruida  Visser.  The  bride  looked 
lovely  in  a  white  faille  emsemble  with  geld  shoes  and  white  headdress  and 
carried  a  white  satin  pochette  decorated  with  pink  orchids. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the  Branch  from  England,  Sister  Rowe 
and  her  son,  and  from  Durban,  Sister  Lloyd.  We  have  also  had  a  visit  from 
Brother  Leland  and  Sister  Veronica  Doller  from  Durban  who  had  been 
married  the  previous  day. 

PRIMROSE 


O 


Enjoys    Chicken    Dinner 

Reported    by   Elizabeth    Butt 
UR    highlights    for   this   month      Krugersdorp. 


consisted  of  a  chicken   dinner.  A     Relief     Society     meeting,     to 

which    was    held    at    Brother    and  which    husbands    and    friends    were 

Sister    Orth's    home    on     May     7.  invited  was  held  at  Sister  Parson's 

Brother  Gailey  kindly  consented  to  home  on  May  5.  A  film  was  shown 

show    us    a    Film    afterwards,    and  explaining     the     principles    of    the 

we  all  enjoyed  ourselves  —  which  church  and  also  about  Elder  Mark 

we    can    thank    the    Relief    Society  E.    Petersen.   After   which   light   re- 

for.  freshments   were    served. 

An    MIA    Picnic    was    held    on  We    look    forward    to    our    next 

May    19,   and   we   all   went   to   the  month's    activities     and     extend     a 

Pines,      a      pleasure      resort      near  warm  welcome  to  everyone. 
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PRETORIA 

Releases    Primary    Mother 

Reported  by  Catherine  J.  du  Preez 

IT  is  with  deep  gratitude  and  appreciation  that  we  thank  Sister  Eileen 
van  Staden  for  all  her  hard  work  and  devotion  while  working  in  our 
Primary  in  Pretoria.  Sister  Eileen  has  been  released  as  primary  mother,  and 
has  been  called  to  serve  in  the  district.  Congratulations. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Anna  Wiblin  who  has  succeeded  Sister  van 
Staden  as  primary  mother.  May  our  Heavenly  Father's  choicest  blessing  be 
upon  you  both. 

Mothers  Day  was  an  occasion  to  be  remembered.  The  music  and  talks 
provided  in  the  programme,  the  highlights  being  carnations  distributed  to 
each  mother.  Many  a  tear  was  shed  in  silence  and  deep  thought. 

The  district  dance  which  was  held  in  Pretoria,  'Indian  Summer  Magic,' 
was  very  well  attended.  The  band  was  fabulous!  We  are  sure  that  everyone 
enjoyed  the  evening  very  much  and  the  association  with  each  other. 

PiETERMARITZBURG 

Boosts    Building    Fund 

Reported    by    Constance    de    Bruin 
T  was  Primary  month  in  Maritz-      meetings.     The     branch     is     justly 


I 


burg  during  May.  The  first  cake  proud  of  this  auxiliary, 
sale  was  held  at  the  chapel  at  the  The  branch  would  like  to  con- 
beginning  of  the  month  by  the  gratulate  the  following  Brothers  on 
Primary,  towards  the  building  fund.  attaining  their  various  positions  in 
This  was  a  success  and  it  has  been  the  Aaronic  Priesthood.  Brother  W. 
decided  that  all  future  cakes  sales  Joyce  was  made  a  Deacon,  Brother 
will  be  held  in  the  chapel  grounds  Leslie  Ball,  a  Priest,  Brother  Patric 
and   not  in   town.  Bristow,  a  Deacon,  Brother  Michael 

^      .«      e    .    c     j             ,,  Bristow,   a   Teacher. 

On   the   first   Sunday   in   May,   a  May    closed    with    District    Con- 
special    programme   was    performed  feren/e  on  the  28th  in  Durban.   It 

&    pSJS     Thand     Kem^rS^°H      was  wonderful  to  meet  with  Presi- 
the    Primary.    Those   who    attended       .     . ,    e.  .       e  _. 

enjoyed  the  evening  and  were  very  S?  and.  Siste.r  S£™  a§ain-  The- 
impressed  by  the  talks  given  by  talks  durin8  the  first  and  second 
the  children.  It  was  also  the  Pri-  sesslo"s  weref  vfury  *nspinnS  and  ll 
mary's  month  to  raise  money  for  seeTT,d  aS  lf  the  day  ended  t0° 
the  building  fund.  This  was  done  qUJ,_y'  •■*•*.-, 
by  having  a  film  show  and  serving  u^™***™"  1S  t'me  to  say  good- 
refreshments  during  the  interval.  & tL  ^  2?°*  *°  Elder.  J*™* 
This  was  greatly  Snjoyed  by  the  g1^'  *****  "gjg»  ™f  him 
members  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  y?°f  ricilKest  blessings  as  he 
wiU  be  many  nwe  such  evenings.  **>%£ ■»  ™r^t,  we  ,he 
Primary  is  going  ahead  by  leaps  members  of  the  Maritzburg  Branch 
and  bounds  in  "Sleepy  Hollow"  wish  you  a  pleasant  and  fruitful 
with    an    100%    attendance    at    all  stay  in  our  midst. 

DURBAN 

Has    Marriage 

Reported  by  Pat  Kunitz 
ri^HE  Social  event  of  the  month  was  the  marriage  of  Leland  Dollar  and 
-*-     Veronica  Dixon.  The  bride,  beautifully  gowned,  was  attended  by  five 
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maids  in  frocks  of  blue  with  white  lace  boleros.  Approximately  350  guests 
toasted  this  popular  couple,  and  then  danced  and  enjoyed  the  refreshments 
served  by  the  Relief  Society. 

The  Young  Marrieds  Group  held  their  opening  social  at  the  home  of 
Ron  and  Pat  Kunitz.  At  this  social  the  Owen  and  Pclser  families  were  each 
presented  with  a  Basuto  blanket  on  behalf  of  the  Durban  Branch.  The  two 
families  left  for  Canada  on  May  18.  and  a  crowd  of  Saints  were  at  the 
Durban  docks  to  wish  them  'Bon  Voyage". 

Mothers  Day  was  celebrated  at  Sunday  School  with  the  presentation  of 
white  carnations  to  all  mothers.  Fitting  tribute  was  paid  to  Mothers  in 
word  and  music.  The  Senior  Aaronic  Priesthood  Group  met  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Robert  Whiting  and  enjoyed  a  curry  and  rice  supper. 

The  recreation  Hall  was  packed  as  Sister  Joyce  Wahlburn  presented 
another  very  successful  Variety  Show;  this  time  in  aid  of  the  Durban 
Branch's  Stand  at  the  Daily  News  Exhibition  in  July.  Items  that  won 
worthy  applause  were  the  acrobatic  dances  of  Debbie  Jensen,  and  tap  and 
ballet  numbers  performed  by  the  youngest  artist  on  the  programme,  Sister 
Beverley  Nel.  The  skit  was  written  and  presented  by  the  Natal  Missionaries, 
and  a  one  act  play  performed  by  sisters,  friends  and  residents  on  the  Bluff, 
and  directed  by  Sister  Jean  Birk.  The  audience  was  also  delighted  to  see  and 
hear  Sister  Beryl  Soane  in  action  again  after  her  holiday  overseas. 

Conference  week-end  was  greatly  enjoved  by  all.  though  on  Sunday 
many  of  the  Sisters  were  muttering  about  "back-ache",  and  various  other 
aches  —  Sister  Taute  had  given  an  inspiring  demonstration  of  slimming  and 
remedial  exercises  on  the  Saturday  afternoon.  Short  sessions  will  be  held 
after  Relief  Society  each  Thursday.  The  theme  of  Conference  was  centred 
around  Home  Teaching.  Primary,  and  Relief  Society,  and  the  talks  pre- 
sented by  the  Branch.  District  and  Mission  Leaders  were  greatly  appre- 
ciated. Our  welcome  visitors  included  President  and  Sister  Snow,  Sister  de 
Wet.  Sister  Taute.  President  and  Sister  Cherrett  and  President  Gerald 
Meyer.  — 

The  Branch  extends  their  sympathy  to  Brother  John  E.  Robertson  and 
family  on  the  death  of  Sister  Rose  Smith,  Brother  Robertson's  mother. 

Lost    Members 

npHERE  are  in  the  South  African  Mission  hundreds  of  so-called  "lost- 
■■■  members"  with  whom  the  Church  has  lost  contact.  To  aid  in  locating 
these  members,  the  following  suggestions  have  been  made  by  the  branch 
leaders. 

When  a  family  moves  out  of  a  branch  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
find  what  their  new  address  will  be  before  they  move.  Families  moving 
should  contact  their  branch  president  before  they  leave  and  their  new 
branch  president  upon  arrival. 

Before  a  record  is  sent  to  the  Mission  Home  as  lost,  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  locate  the  member.  When  sending  a  "lost-member"  record  to 
the  Mission  Home  the  branch  clerk  should  include  a  note  indicating  what 
efforts  have  been  made  to  find  the  member  and  whether  any  leads  have 
been  found  that  might  help  in  locating  the  member.  The  last  known  address, 
any  known  friends  or  relatives,  emplover.  known  intentions  to  move  to  a 
particular  area  and  any  other  relevant  information  should  be  included. 

When  home  teachers  or  members  of  the  branch  find  someone  in  the 
area  who  is  a  members  of  the  Church  and  new  to  the  area,  the  branch 
clerk  should  write  to  the  Mission  Office  and  request  the  appropriate 
membership  records.  The  clerk  should  include  as  much  relevant  informa- 
tion as  possible. 

The  Mission  Presidency  would  appreciate  the  full  cooperation  of  every- 
one in  locating  lost  members,  and  the  above  steps  will  prove  a  great  help. 
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Ramah     II     22 
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FROM  OUR  FILES 


BLESSINGS 


BAPTISMS 


NEALE,     Doranne     Evelyn     was     blessed    on 
June    5,    1966.    (Salisbury). 


COTTERRILL,    Jenette   Merle    was    baptized 
April    30.    1966.    (East    London). 


ORDINATIONS 


DURBAN 
POYURS,      David       Maurice      ordained      a 

Teacher    on    June    6,     1966. 
BRAITHWAITE.       Hartley       ordained       an 

Elder  on  May  29,   1966. 
DYASON,     Harry     ordained     an     Elder     on 

May  29,   1966. 
RAWLINGS,    Victor    Reginald    ordained    an 

Elder  on  May  29.   1966. 
WILLSON,    Malcolm    Gordon     ordained    an 

Elder  on  May  29.   1966. 

PRETORIA 
HAGERMAN,     Jeffrey     Claude     ordained     a 

Teacher    on    March    20.     1966. 
HUTTON,   David   Oman    McKay   ordained   a 

Deacon  on  April  24,  1966. 
MARTIN,    Leon     Karl    ordained    a    Deacon 

on  April  24,   1966. 
MAXWELL.    Alexander    ordained    a    Teacher 

on  March  20.   1966. 
SMIT,      Gerhardus      Johannes      ordained      a 

Teacher  on  March  20,  1966. 


SMOOK.    Willem     F.     ordained    a    Teacher 
on  April  24,   1966. 

RAMAH  I 
BRADLEY,     Glenroy     Author     ordained     a 

Teacher    on    May    15,    1966. 
BRADLEY.      Richard      Author     ordained     a 

Teacher    on    May    15,    1966. 
BRUMMER,     William     Hermanus     ordained 

a    Teacher    on    May    15.    1966. 
KEYES,       Raymond      Callie      ordained       a 

Deacon    on    October    10.    1965. 
RUTHERFORD,     Roy     Palmer     ordained     a 

Teacher    on    May    15,    1966. 

WELKOM 
GROBLER,   Daniel    Benjamin   John   ordained 

a    Priest    on    January    16,    1966. 
PLATT,     Edward     Palmerston     ordained     a 

Deacon    on    January     16,     1966. 
SMITH,    Allan    James    ordained    a    Deacon 

on    January    16,    1966. 
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MARRIAGES  DEATHS 

IMIIIIK.       leland      Gail      married       Dixon.  MOWBKAY 

Veronica      Ann      on      May      14,      1966      ai        SEQUEIRA,    1  h/ahcih    Margarciha    (Goui 


Durban,   Natal.  died  on  May  18,   l'*6h 

1SHER.     Sheila     Patricia  married     James.         YOUNGHUSBAND, 

Fdward    Brian    Avery    on  June    4.    1966    at  Frcdc    (Taylor)    (\ 

Salisbury.  on  April  24.   1966. 


MISSIONARY   ACTIVITIES 

TRANSFERS 

ELDER    DOUGLAS    WIESE,    transferred    from    Edenvalc    to    Mission    Home.    June    5.    1966. 

ELDER  JOSEPH    PARENT,   transferred   from   Southern  Suburbs  to   Mission   Home.   June    13. 
1966. 

ELDER   JAMES   THOMAS,   transferred   from   Southern  Suburbs  to  Edenvale.   June    13.    1966. 

SISTER    THEONE    RECK  AS,    transferred    from    Springs    to    Durban,    June    13.    1966. 

SISTER    OLWVNNE    GIBSON,    transferred    from    Cape    Town    to    Springs.    June    9.    1966. 

SISTER    CAROL    ETHERINGTON.    transferred    from    Durban    to    Mission    Home.    June    14. 

1966. 

ELDER    NORMAN    ALGER,    transferred    from    Kensington    to   Zambia,    June    8.    1966 
ELDER   GAIL   UZELAC,   transferred    from    Melville   to   Southern   Suburbs.   June    14.    1966. 
ELDER   GLEN   STODDART.   transferred   from   Melville  to  Southern  Suburbs.   June   14.   1166. 


RELEASES 

ELDER  ANDREW  BARROWMAN,  released  January  27.  1966.  Elder  Barowman  is  from 
Durban,  Natal.  He  served  in  Florida  Park.  Springs.  Edenvale.  Pretoria.  Kempton  Park, 
and    Klerksdorp. 

SISTER  MELANEY  PETERSON,  released  June  9.  1966.  Sister  Peterson  is  from  Spring*. 
Transvaal.    She    served   in    Pretoria.    Johannesburg.    Krugcrsdorp    and  Cape    Town. 


EZRA  TAFT  BENSON  (Continued  from   page   182) 

under  local  leadership  had  been  carrying  on  during  the  war  under  dis- 
tressing circumstances.  Elder  Benson  was  sent  to  attend  to  the  spiritual 
affairs  of  the  people,  to  reopen  the  missions  so  that  active  proselyting  and 
organizational  activities  might  be  resumed,  and  to  alleviate  suffering  among 
Church  members  by  distributing  food,  clothing,  bedding  and  other  needed 
supplies  sent  through  the  welfare  programme  of  the  Church.  During  ten 
months  Elder  Benson  travelled  some  sixty  thousand  miles  through  war-torn 
countries  giving  comfort  and  blessings  to  the  people  and  organizing  them 
to  administer  the  necessary  assistance.  He  was  released  from  his  calling 
on  December  11,  1946. 

President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower,  recognizing  Elder  Benson's  outstand- 
ing ability  as  well  as  his  years  of  experience  in  agricultural  affairs,  appoin- 
ted him  to  his  cabinet  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  1952.  He  returned  to 
full-active  Church  responsibility  in  1961. 

He  is  married  to  Flora  Smith  Amussen  and  is  the  father  of  six  children 
— two  sons  and  four  daughters. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION 


(chapels    and     I  Meeting    [Places 


K^ape 

MOWBRAY    BRANCH 

Rondebosch  Town  Hall 

(Temporarily) 

opposite  Rondebosch  Station. 

Cape  Town. 

Phone  6-4459. 
BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Masonic  Hall,  Talent  Street, 

Parow. 
EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Chapel,    Belgravia    Cresent, 

East  London. 
PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Chapel,   40   Prospect   Road, 

Walmer,   Port   Elizabeth. 
KIMBERLEY    BRANCH 

No  1   Stravros  Chambers 

1   Permanent  Way. 

Kimberley. 

I Latal 

DURBAN   BRANCH 

Chapel,    144  Silverton  Road, 
Durban. 
PIETERMARITZBURG  BRANCH 

Chapel,  321  Alexander  Road, 
Pietermaritzburg. 


Ky range    CTree    State 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Chapel,  end  of  Voortrekker  Road, 
Bloemfontein. 
Phone  8-0702. 
WELKOM   BRANCH 

Chapel,  Cor.  Othello  Road  & 
Peter  Cresent,  St  Helena. 


cJransvaal 

CARLETONVILLE  BRANCH 

Chapel,  No.  2  Bluebell  St. 
Carletonville. 
EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Bountiful  Chapel,   115  Woburn 
Ave.  Opp.  Town  Hall,  Benoni. 
Phone  54-8651. 


KLERKSDORP  BRANCH 

Chapel,   No.    6   Sport   Street, 

Flamwood,  Klerksdorp. 
KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Ensign  Chapel, 

62  Paul  Kruger  Drive, 

Monument    Township, 

Krugersdorp. 

Phone  664-4164. 
PRETORIA    BRANCH 

Deseret  Chapel,  110  Devenish 

Street,    Sunnyside,    Pretoria. 

Phone  4-6932. 
PRIMROSE   BRANCH 

Masonic  Hall,  Meyer  Street, 

Germiston. 
RAMAH  FIRST  &  SECOND 
BRANCHES 

Ramah  Chapel,  1  Hunter  Street, 

Highlands,  Johannesburg. 

Phone   24-2525   or   24-3669. 
SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Chapel,  23  Eleventh  Street, 

Springs. 

Phone  56-7191. 
VEREENIGING    BRANCH 

Chapel,  42  Grey  Avenue, 

Vereeniging. 

Phone  642-1390. 


Jxhodesia 

BULAWAYO    BRANCH 

Chapel,   Matopas    Road, 

Bulawayo. 
SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Chapel,  27A  Enterprise  Road, 

Highlands,    Salisbury. 
GWELO   BRANCH 

6   Gordon  Cresent,  Athlone. 

Gwelo. 


ekambia 

COPPERBELT   BRANCH 

Chapel,  Westminister  Drive, 
Kitwe,  Zambia. 
LUSAKA   BRANCH 

18  Independence  Avenue, 
Lusaka,  Zambia, 
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c/he     1 1  tirade    of  the    Seagulls 

When   first    /he    sky 

0/5   touched  with    gold. 

c/he    C^u/Is  fly    by 

cJheir   story    has   been    told- 

vl/nen    Saints    knelt    down    in    humble   prayer, 
C/or  help    to   destroy    the   crickets    there. 
Since    their  faith   did  not    wane, 

xJX.    countless   cloud   of  gulls   came    time    and  again, 
Jrind  ate    all   the   crickets,    —    not    one   did   they    spare; 
c/he    Saints    thanked   the   JLord   right    there, 
Vi/ho    their   crops    had  spared, 
C/or   which    they    so    long    had  cared. 

LP  raise    he    to    the   JLord  and 
(j.od  bless   all  the    Seagulls. 

.  .  .    LDestree     Vice 


Editor's  note :  Written  by  Desiree  Vice,  a  Course  7  pupil,  in  response 
to  her  Sunday  School  teacher's  request  for  the  story  of  the  saving  of  the 
pioneers'  crops  by  the  seagulls,  in  answer  to  prayer.  This  was  entirely  un- 
aided work. 
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